The first thing to say about this book is that I love the cover. It is such a great illustration of how our facial features, though changing with the passage of time, are a unique identifier of who we are. This cover should convince those who are sceptical of mothers\' abilities to recognise their own child after separations of sometimes many years.

The book is very technical and gives a comprehensive overview of the development of the face and the various conditions caused when this process goes wrong. Although the 'blurb' inside the jacket mentions that it would be of interest to, amongst others, sociologists and art historians I suspect that its technical detail makes it of more interest to those involved in dealing with abnormalities of the face such as craniofacial surgeons, plastic surgeons, dentists and dysmorphologists. I am not sure that the detailed lists of the many genes expressed in craniofacial development will be of interest to non geneticists. I have to say I found the section on the evolutionary perspective quite hard going and felt more comfortable when we got on to the embryonic and developmental aspects. There are some nice descriptions and diagrams of genetic interactions and some very good 3D scan images.

Although there are bits in the sections on psychological, sociocultural and artistic perspectives that were of interest to me, they didn\'t seem to me to sit well next to the very technical sections on, for example, the surgical perspective. I almost had the feeling of there being two books with sections from each being interspersed.

Michael Cohen obviously has a wonderful memory for unusual facts and the book is peppered with these little gems. For me it was news to know that someone with typhoid fever is said to have a body odour akin to freshly baked brown bread and someone with typhus, one like a butcher\'s shop.

In summary there is a huge amount of information in this book, much of which is very interesting. However I am not sure that it entirely works as a coherent whole.
